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greatly embarrassed,  and  appeared inclined to
create delays,, probably with a view of effecting
their escape as soon as the darkness of the night
should afford them an opportunity.    I  pointed
out the danger of their situation, and the neces-
sity of coming to an immediate determination,
pledging myself for their protection, and propos-
ing that  they should allow me to go  into the
palace, that I might in person give these assur-
ances to Tippoo.    They were very averse to this
proposal, but  I positively insisted on returning
with them,    I desired Captain Scohey, who speaks
the native languages with great fluency, to accom-
pany me   and   Captain  Hastings  Fraser.    We
ascended by the broken wall, and lowered our-
selves down on a terrace, where a large body of
armed men were assembled.    I explained to them
that the flag which I held in my hand was a
pledge of security,  provided no resistance  was
made; and the stronger to impress them ;with
this belief, I took oif my sword, which I insisted
on their receiving.   The killedar and many others
affirmed that the princes and the family of Tippoo
were in the palace, but not the Sultaun.   They
appeared greatly alarmed, and averse to coming to
any decision,   I told them that delay might be
attended with fatal consequences, and that I could
not answer for the conduct of our troops by whom
they were surrounded, and whose fury was with
difficulty restrained.   They then left   me,   and